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John Mullan (30)  Virginia Lieutenant, USA 

 

Civilians 

Robert Booth (29)  Ireland Laborer 

John Caldwell (45)  Pennsylvania Wagon Master 

David Carroll (25)  Ireland Teamster 

Trinidad Castillo (26)  Mexico  Packer 

William Craig (33)  Ireland Laborer 

W. W. DeLacy (39)  Virginia Engineer 

Bernard Hernan (24)  Ireland Tinner 

R. R. Goodwin (21)  Maryland Clerk 

W. W. Johnson (24)  Michigan Engineer 

Joseph Lambert (25)  Missouri  Trader 

James Malhern (26)  Ireland Laborer 

Hugh McKewan (33)  England Carpenter 

William O’Neil (32)  Ireland Laborer 

John Sanchez (25)  Mexico  Packer 

J. C. Sawyer (28)  Maine  Carpenter 

John Smith (19)  Virginia Clerk 

James Townsend (26)  New York Clerk 

Thomas Towza (25) (Black) Jamaica Printer 

H. P. Wildreth (26)  New York  Clerk 

 

Military Escort 

Michael Adams (24)   Germany 

Patrick Beete (31)  England 

Charles Berlot (39)  France 

John Bodmer (25)  Germany 

William Boyle (38)  Ireland 

Michael Burke (29)  Ireland 

James Callagan (25)  Ireland 

Henry Campbell (24)  Ireland 

John Canty (23)  Ireland 

John Catherian (27)  Germany 

John Conway (27)  Ireland 

John Cooney (29)  Ireland 

Peter Curray (24)  Ireland 

Herbert Dallison (24)  England 

James Daughtery (30)  Ireland 

Thomas Doran (26)  Ireland 

Thomas Doyle (28)  Ireland 

Robert Fanningan (20) Ireland 

James Farrell (32)  England 

John Fieny (32)  Ireland 

Ernest Fisher (28)  Germany 

Charles Foy (35)  Ireland 

William Garry (38)  Ireland 

Herman Gilson (42)  Germany 

Isaac Green (28)  Ireland 

Nicholas Healey (22)  Ireland 

Rudolf Hitchner (24)  Switzld 

Michael Howley (34)  Ireland 

Henry Hughes (34)  Penn 

Robert Hunt (43)  England 

Peter Janning (44)  Ireland 

Peter Kuhn (22)  Germany 

Alexander Irvine (32)  Ireland 

Alexander Like (28)  Ireland 

Archibald Longhead (28) Ireland 

John Lowry (24)  Ireland 

Michael Lynch (25)  Ireland 

Lawrence Mahan (25)  Ireland 

John McEntie (24)  Vermont 

Edward McGinan (25)  Ireland 

John McLaughlin (25)  Ireland 

Edward McMahan (31)  Ireland 

George Miller (23)  France 

Thomas Moonry (23)  Ireland 

Thomas Murray (30)  Ireland 

John Muttain (31)  Ireland 

Patrick O’Malley (37)  Ireland 

Lyman Perry (21)  Mass 

Martin Pring (23)  Germany 

George Riley (26)  Ireland 

Thomas Quinn (27)  Ireland 

Michael Roarke (25)  Ireland 

Conrad Roth (21)  Germany 

Frank Saxton (23)  New York 

John Schmidt (27)  Germany 

Michael Shaughnessy (24) Ireland 

John Slattery (22)  Ireland 

Carlos Smith (44)  Germany 

Daniel Smith (32)  Germany 

James Smith (23)  Ireland 

Samuel Smith (24)  New York 

William Stricke (26)  Maryland 

James Sunderland (23) Ireland 

Trueworthy Tuttle (29) Maine 

Felix Walch (30)  Ireland 

William Walker (32)  Scotland 

Richard Warren (29)  Ireland 

Henry Webb (33)  England 

Henry White (37)  New York 

James Williams (34)  New York 

William Williams (28)  Germany 

Joseph Willis (28)  NewJersey 



 

Other Personnel: Additional civilian laborers, doctor, blacksmith, and cooks 

 

1859 Survey Staff: 

 

Officer Staff under Mullan: Lt. James White, Lt. H. B. Lyon, Lt. James 

Howard 

Guide, Interpreter, Artist: Gustavus Sohon 

Interpreter: David Mckay 

Topographers: Theodore Kolecki, P. M. Engle 

Meteorologist and Astronomer: John Weisner 

 

Recommendations for “Light Spring Covered Wagon” Travel (J. Mullan, 

1865) 

 “A small kit of tin or plated iron mess furniture, kettles to fit 

one in the other, tin plates and cups, and strong knives and forks; 

brown sugar, coffee, or tea, bacon, flour, salt, beans, sardines, and a 

few pickles and preserved fruits…. For riding saddles, select a 

California or Mexican tree with machiers and tapadeeros, hair girth, 

double grey saddle blanket, and strong snaffle bit…. Start at dawn 

and camp no later than 2 p.m.” 

 

Letter Home from Mullan Road Laborer John Strachan on the Lower 

Palouse 

 “Here there are some of the most beautiful flowers that could 

be possibly imagined; every tint of color and beauty of form—I saw the 

Convolrusus, Frasia, Habernaria, Cyclobethra, and Calochortus, many 

species of Baptisia and Tropaeolium. Wild animals are comparatively 

few; they consist of wolves, which prowl around the camping ground 

and make a fearful noise at night….” 

 

“Night after night I have laid out in the unbeaten forest or on the 

pathless prairies with no bed but a few pine needles, with no pillow but 

my saddle, and in my imagination heard the sound of the engine, the whir 

of machinery, the paddle of the steamboat wheels…. In my enthusiasm I 

saw the country thickly populated, thousands pouring over the 

borders to make their home in this far western land.”  (J. Mullan, 1888) 

 

Mullan Road Factsheet 

Distance from Ft. Walla Walla to Ft. Benton (Montana): 624 miles 

Construction Time: 4 years (1858-1862) 

(required rerouting north of Lake Coeur d’Alene) 

Days for wagon travel: 35-40     Number of Bridges: 160 

(same for steamer from Ft. Benton to St. Louis) 

Construction costs: $230,000 

Immigrant traffic, 1860-1870: ~35,000 Pack animals: ~7,500 per year 

Principal reasons for demise: Civil War and 1869 railroad completion 

 

 


